
 

 

District Highlights 
Week of November 20, 2020 

 

 

 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!​ ​Schools Closed Week of November 23rd 
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SUPERINTENDENT 

Gina Potter, Ed.D. 
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FREE THANKSGIVING MEALS IN SAN DIEGO COUNTY/COMIDAS GRATUITAS PARA EL 
DÍA DE ACCIÓN DE GRACIAS EN EL CONDADO DE SAN DIEGO  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
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DATE EVENT LOCATION 

Week of Nov. 23rd Thanksgiving Break 
NO SCHOOL 

All Schools 

Dec. 1st 
 
5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Virtual Town Hall Meeting #4 for 
the Development of the Long 

Range Master Facilities Plan Re: 
Beyer Lot 

Districtwide 

Friday, Dec. 11th 
8:00 am to Noon 

Hearts & Hands  
Free Food Distribution 

Vista Del Mar Middle 
School  

Friday, Dec. 11th 
Time: 2:00 pm - 
4:00 pm 

San Ysidro Women’s Club 
Teddy Bear Giveaway Drive 

through 

Willow Elementary &  
San Ysidro Middle School 

Saturday, Dec. 12th 
9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Toys For Joy Bonita Valley  
Community Church  

4744 Bonita Rd 
Bonita, CA 91902 

Monday, Dec. 
14th 
8:00 am to 11:30 
am 

Casa Familiar  
Free Food Distribution 

Old K-Mart Parking Lot 
4330 Camino de la 
Plaza, San Ysidro 

Tuesday, Dec. 15th 
11:00 am to 2:30 pm 

Casa Familiar  
Free Food Distribution 

Old K-Mart Parking Lot 
4330 Camino de la Plaza, 

San Ysidro 

Dec. 18th End of Trimester  
(Middle Schools) 

San Ysidro Middle School 
& Vista Del Mar Middle 

School 

Dec. 21st - Jan 6th  Winter Break  
NO SCHOOL 

All Schools 

Thurs., Jan. 7th First Day Back for Students All Schools 



 

 
WHAT DOES THE “PURPLE TIER” MEAN FOR SAN YSIDRO SCHOOL DISTRICT?  
(Dated 11-20-20)  
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¿QUÉ SIGNIFICA EL "PURPLE TIER" PARA EL DISTRITO ESCOLAR DE SAN 
YSIDRO?​ ​(Dated 11-20-20)  
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REGULAR VIRTUAL ZOOM BOARD MEETING: ​MON, DECEMBER 14 @ 5pm ​-           
Change of Location - Virtual Zoom Board Meeting 
On Monday, December 14th beginning at 5:00 p.m. there will be an Organizational             
Board Meeting. This governing board meeting will be held virtually. 
 
 

 
COVID-19 TESTING FOR ALL SCHOOL STAFF 
As our district moves into phase two of our reopening plan, we would like to share with                 
you the progress being made in COVID-19 testing for school staff. Thanks to the County               
of San Diego and San Diego County Office of Education, our district staff is able to be                 
tested for COVID-19 safely, and at no cost. As of October 1st, testing sites were               
opened for school district employees throughout the county.  
 
These sites aim to produce results sooner than 48 hours after an individual is tested.               
This is helpful as it supports our number one priority of keeping all SYSD schools and                
facilities safe. All district employees working onsite shall test for COVID-19 every other             
month. All school districts countywide now have access to these COVID school            
personnel testing locations.This past week Certificated staff tested for COVID-19. Our           
new SYSD testing process is working well and has been well received by everyone.  
 
Testing Site Locations For School District Employees: 
  
South County School Personnel Testing Site  
Sweetwater Special Services (650 L St., Chula Vista, CA 91911) 
Hours:  Monday-Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 
Dec. 1 will be the last day of testing at the following sites: 

● South County School Personnel Testing Site (650 L St., Chula Vista, CA 91911) 
● Ballard Parent Center (2375 Congress St., San Diego, CA 92110) 

 
 
 
 

7 

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP,  
PUPIL SERVICES AND SAFETY 



 

 
 

 
 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM PHASE III PLANNING 
As the district continues to work through the planning for the launch of Phase III we                
have finalized numbers for our families who chose Distance Learning or Blended            
Learning when we launch Phase III. The information from parents indicates that district             
wide 60% of our families would like Blended Learning and 40% of our families would               
like to continue in the Distance Learning Academy. Additionally, due to the fact that we               
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EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 



 

have moved into the Purple Tier, we have begun to plan for the potential of limited                
specialized cohorts on campuses, if needed in January.  
 

 
D 

 
SYSD OFFICE SCHEDULE NOVEMBER 23-27/CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING  
All SYSD offices will be closed to the public this upcoming week due to Thanksgiving               
break. Many staff will work remotely Monday 11/23 and Tuesday 11/24 due to system              
updates on site preventing internet access from all sites. Wednesday 11/25 through            
Friday 11/27 are holidays for all staff.  
 

 
LONG RANGE MASTER FACILITY PLAN (LRMFP) - VIRTUAL TOWN HALLS AS           
SPECIAL BOARD MEETINGS 
The district hosted its second Virtual Town Hall on Tuesday, October 6th and focused              
on Willow, Sunset & Beyer facility needs.These meetings are scheduled to gather input             
from parents, staff and the community which will assist us in the development of the               
Long Range Master Facility Plan. These meetings will be conducted as special board             
meetings in the event we reach a quorum. An additional town hall meeting specifically to               
discuss the Beyer School Site will be scheduled either in November or December of this               
year. Notification will be sent out as soon as the date is confirmed. 
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HUMAN RESOURCES 

BUSINESS SERVICES 



 

To view October 1st, October 6th and October 29th meetings please click on links              
below: 
 
Smythe, La Mirada & Preschool ​- Long Range Master Facility Plan Virtual Town Hall -               
YouTube Link: ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRIRCHNx-z8 
 
  
 
Willow, Sunset & Beyer - Long Range Master Facility Plan Virtual Town Hall -              
YouTube Link: ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQfRoFr8fp8 
 
 
  
 
OVH, VDM and SYMS - Long Range Master Facility Plan Virtual Town Hall - YouTube               
Link: ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tl1c2BbvzWk  
 
Please see the schedule below of LRMFP Virtual Town Hall dates. 
  

 

 
LA MIRADA HOSTS DRIVE THROUGH RECOGNITION AND AWARDS 
With music blasting, pom poms waving, bubbles & balloons floating and lots of 
cheering, Principal Laura English and her staff honored students & parents for their 
accomplishments and contributions on Thursday, November 19th. Students were 
recognized for ​Synchronous Superstar, Asynchronous Superstar, Virtual Helper, 
Camera Ready Student and Active Participant. Parents were also recognized for their 
help during distance learning with a "Virtual Helper" certificate. “It is a recognition of 
engagement and academic success despite our current situation, stated Principal 
English.“The La Mirada team thinks out of the box as we continue celebrating our high 
expectations!”  
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LRMFP  Date Time 

Beyer ​- Long Range Master Facility 
Plan Virtual Town Hall 
Via Zoom with public comments 

Tuesday, Dec. 1, 
2020 

5:00 - 6:30 p.m.  

NEWS & COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRIRCHNx-z8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQfRoFr8fp8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tl1c2BbvzWk


 

La Mirada Drive Through Awards Photos 
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ADULT WORK READINESS COURSE 
The San Ysidro Chamber of Commerce Collaborative Committee shared an adult work 
readiness r​esource from one of the SDPromise partners. Manpower is currently offering 
workshops for adults in need of employment services. 
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SAVE THE DATE: TOYS FOR JOY: ​SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2020 - 9:00AM-2:00PM 
 

 
 
“Over the past 23 years, Toys for Joy has served over ​166,900 ​children and their 
families. Last year alone, ​15,538 attendees were served by 3,870 volunteers. 69,000 lbs 
of groceries and 21,955 toys were distributed. Rock Church, together with schools, 
businesses, local churches, and community organizations partner to host the event 
each year.” 
 

 
Please click on the website for additional event information:​ ​https://www.toys-for-joy.org/  
 
CASA FAMILIAR: FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION/DISPENSA DE COMIDA GRATUITA  
On Tuesday, November 17th, Casa Familiar hosted another free food distribution. The 
event took place at the old K-Mart Parking Lot located at 4330 Camino de la Plaza in 
San Ysidro. The next distribution will be Monday, December 14th.  
 

Photos for November 17th, Casa Familiar Free Food Distribution 
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Date Saturday, December 12, 2020 

Time 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  

Location Bonita Valley Community Church  
4744 Bonita Rd 
Bonita, CA 91902 

  

  

https://www.toys-for-joy.org/


 

Days and times for the Casa Familiar Free Food Distributions can be found in the               
chart below: 
 

 
Please click on the link to view the Casa Familiar Flyers:  

● Free Food Distribution - English Flyer 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tPlCLXdX2WASUX3FjRila17E8nuJa-HK/view?usp=sharing 
 

 
  

● Distribución de Alimentos Gratis - Spanish Flyer 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qlUGGIb3gisCXzKGoUZG3iCA7tEeuW0f/view?usp=sharing   

 
 
FREE COVID-19 TESTING INFORMATION 
ONLY ONE SITE OPEN THANKSGIVING DAY IN SOUTH COUNTY FROM 8:30 AM 
TO 2:00 PM: 

● Tubman-Chavez Community Center (415 Euclid Ave, San Diego, CA 92114) 
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Day/Date Time Location  

Monday, December 14th, 
2020 

8:00 AM Old K-Mart Parking Lot 
4330 Camino de la Plaza  
San Ysidro, A 92173 

Tuesday, December 15th, 
2020 

11:00 AM Old K-Mart Parking Lot 
4330 Camino de la Plaza  
San Ysidro, A 92173 

Monday, January 11th, 2021 8:00 AM Old K-Mart Parking Lot 
4330 Camino de la Plaza  
San Ysidro, A 92173 

Tuesday, January 19th, 2021 11:00 AM Old K-Mart Parking Lot 
4330 Camino de la Plaza  
San Ysidro, A 92173 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tPlCLXdX2WASUX3FjRila17E8nuJa-HK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qlUGGIb3gisCXzKGoUZG3iCA7tEeuW0f/view?usp=sharing
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