
 

 

District Highlights 
Week of December 4, 2020 

 

 
SAN YSIDRO  MIDDLE SCHOOL SPELLING BEE 
On Friday, December 4, 2020, San Ysidro Middle School held their Annual Spelling 
Bee. A big thank you to Ms. Kurtz, Spelling Bee advisor, who prepared students for the 
spelling bee. Students who participated in the spelling bee and represented SYMS and 
community were: ​Valentina Romero, Kenya Romero, Alina Mata, Christian Oliveros, 
Melanie Urias, Melanie Campas, Chelsea Lopez, Darleth Del Castillo, Ashby Tovar, 
Erwin Fritz and Axel Martinez. Valentina Romero was the winner and will represent 
SYSD in the San Diego Union Tribune Countywide Spelling Bee on March 17, 2021. 
GO VIKINGS! 
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SUPERINTENDENT 

Gina Potter, Ed.D. 

 
Winner of the 2020 San Ysidro Middle 

School Spelling Bee: 
Valentina Romero 

 

       



 

SHOES THAT FIT PROGRAM  
San Ysidro School District was awarded $4,100 through a special grant given by the 
Rack Room Shoes-Shoes That Fit Program. Outreach Consultants from seven of our 
schools selected 16 students each, a total of 112 students received name brand tennis 
shoes. 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
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DATE EVENT LOCATION 

Friday, Dec. 11th 
8:00 am to Noon 

Hearts & Hands  
Free Food Distribution 

Vista Del Mar Middle 
School  

Friday, Dec. 11th 
Time: 2:00 pm - 4:00 
pm 

San Ysidro Women’s Club 
Teddy Bear Giveaway Drive 

through 

Willow Elementary &  
San Ysidro Middle School 

Saturday, Dec. 12th 
9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Toys For Joy Bonita Valley  
Community Church  

4744 Bonita Rd 
Bonita, CA 91902 

Monday, Dec. 14th 
8:00 am to 11:30 am 

Casa Familiar  
Free Food Distribution 

Old K-Mart Parking Lot 
4330 Camino de la Plaza, 

San Ysidro 

Tuesday, Dec. 15th 
11:00 am to 2:30 pm 

Casa Familiar  
Free Food Distribution 

Old K-Mart Parking Lot 
4330 Camino de la Plaza, 

San Ysidro 

Dec. 18th End of Semester  
(Middle Schools) 

San Ysidro Middle School 
& Vista Del Mar Middle 

School 

Dec. 21st - Jan 6th  Winter Break  
NO SCHOOL 

All Schools 

Thurs., Jan. 7th First Day Back for Students All Schools 



 

SAN YSIDRO WOMEN’S CLUB - 19TH ANNUAL “TEDDY BEAR FOR KIDS” DRIVE 
THROUGH EVENT  
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SAVE THE DATE: TOYS FOR JOY: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2020 
9:00AM-2:00PM 
 

 
 
“Over the past 23 years, Toys for Joy has served over ​166,900 ​children and their 
families. Last year alone, ​15,538 attendees were served by 3,870 volunteers. 69,000 lbs 
of groceries and 21,955 toys were distributed. Rock Church, together with schools, 
businesses, local churches, and community organizations partner to host the event 
each year.” 
 

When:​ December 12​th​ 2020 9am-2pm ​(​For the safety of our guest we are 
setting up 30 min time slots for families to arrive, and due to County 
restrictions each family MUST be registered) 

  
Where:​ Bonita Valley Community Church 4744 Bonita Road Bonita, Ca 91902 

  
Each Family/Car will receive a 30Lb box of groceries, a “goodie” bag and a TOY 
for each child based on age/gender.  
  
Families, please register by clicking on the following link 
https://sdrock.brushfire.com/events/484860​. 
 
 
Enlace en Español:​ ​https://sdrock.brushfire.com/events/484860#googtrans(es) 
 
 
Time slots are filling up fast and once they are filled up the registration link will close. 
 
  
Please click on the website for additional event information:​ ​https://www.toys-for-joy.org/  
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MURALS AT OCEAN VIEW HILLS SCHOOL 
The murals were provided by Target to help beautify the area where the soccer mini 
pitch was installed. The murals match all artwork that will be installed on all mini-pitch 
fields within the district. 
 

 
 
LOS ANGELES CHARGERS TURKEY BASKET  
On November 24th the Los Angeles Chargers and Former NFL player Marcus McNiell 
donated 15 Turkey Baskets. Mr. McNiell also delivered meals to four Military Families. 
 

 
OCEAN VIEW HILLS VIRTUAL AWARDS ASSEMBLIES  
This week Principal Consuelo Carranza, Assistant Principal Erika Meza and OVHS 
posted on the school YouTube channel the 1st Trimester Virtual Awards Assembly. 
Congratulations to all of the awardee student recipients.  
 
Please click on the link to watch the awards presentation for families:  

● OVHS Lower Grade Virtual Awards Assembly - 1st Trimester: 
https://youtu.be/gC3SkC4jMOk 

 
 
 

● OVHS Upper Grade Virtual Awards Assembly - 1st Trimester: 
https://youtu.be/0uniYs_eaKw 
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https://youtu.be/gC3SkC4jMOk
https://youtu.be/0uniYs_eaKw


 

 
WHAT DOES GOVERNOR NEWSOM’S “STAY AT HOME” ORDER MEAN FOR SAN 
YSIDRO SCHOOL DISTRICT?/¿QUE SIGNIFICA LA ORDEN DEL GOBERNADOR 
NEWSOM DE “PERMANECER EN CASA” PARA EL DISTRITO ESCOLAR DE 
YSIDRO​ (Dated 12-3-20) 
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REGULAR VIRTUAL ZOOM BOARD MEETING: ​MON, DECEMBER 14 @ 5pm ​-           
Change of Location - Virtual Zoom Board Meeting 
On Monday, December 14th beginning at 5:00 p.m. there will be an Organizational 
Board Meeting. This governing board meeting will be held virtually. The email for public 
comment is:  ​publiccomment@sysdschools.org​ .  Board agendas will indicate the need 
for the public to submit their public comment via email at 
publiccomment@sysdschools.org​.  There will be a 300 word limit to the public 
comments to align with our district’s 3 minute public comment board policy.  
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COVID-19 TESTING FOR ALL SCHOOL STAFF 
As of March 2020, none of the positive COVID district notification cases have been              
contact traced back to any of our schools or district facilities with regards to              
transmission. Thus, our district implemented COVID safety procedures have been          
effective within our schools, facilities and our YMCA program. We encourage staff and             
families to practice COVID safety measures at all times outside of the workplace and              
schools, which include but are not limited to: face coverings, social distancing, hand             
washing, and adherence to state and county health guidance regarding gathering           
restrictions. 
 
Thanks to the County of San Diego and San Diego County Office of Education, our               
district staff is able to be tested for COVID-19 safely, and at no cost. As of October 1st,                  
testing sites were opened for school district employees throughout the county.  
 
These sites aim to produce results sooner than 48 hours after an individual is tested.               
This is helpful as it supports our number one priority of keeping all SYSD schools and                
facilities safe. All district employees working onsite shall test for COVID-19 every other             
month. All school districts countywide now have access to these COVID school            
personnel testing locations.This week YMCA Staff & SYSD Staff supporting ASE will be             
tested for COVID-19. Our new SYSD testing process is working well and has been well               
received by everyone.  
 
Testing Site Locations For School District Employees: 
  
School Personnel Testing Sites  

● Mollison Complex (301 N. Mollison Ave, El Cajon,CA 92921) 
Hours:  Monday-Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

● Del Mar Fairgrounds (2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd., Del Mar CA, 92014 
Hours:  Monday-Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

 
As of Dec. 1st these 2 sites have CLOSED​: 

● South County School Personnel Testing Site (650 L St., Chula Vista, CA ​91911​) 
● Ballard Parent Center (2375 Congress St., San Diego, CA 92110) 
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EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP,  
PUPIL SERVICES AND SAFETY 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VzWOXozOPcHPuMzVC9V8QaeBi-oIU3VJdnk_qX_wmWU/edit?usp=sharing


 

 
 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM PHASE III PLANNING 
While the county remains in the Purple Tier our district plans to continue the Distance               
Learning Academy for all students. Specialized cohorts are an option for the district to              
consider while in the Purple Tier. When the county returns to the Red Tier then our                
district plans to launch the Blended Learning Program.  
 
As the district continues to work through the planning for the launch of Phase III we                
have finalized numbers for our families who chose Distance Learning or Blended            
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EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 



 

Learning when we launch Phase III. The information from parents indicates that district             
wide 60% of our families would like Blended Learning and 40% of our families would               
like to continue in the Distance Learning Academy. Additionally, due to the fact that we               
have moved into the Purple Tier, we have begun to plan for the potential of specialized                
cohorts on campuses. The updated Instructional Phases plan will be on the December             
board meeting agenda as an action item. Please see the chart below: 
 

 
 

 
SALUTE TO TEACHERS 
Each year SDCOE and Cox recognize all San Diego County Teacher of the Year              
Nominees. The 2021 SYSD Teacher of the Year is Eliud Lagarda - 3rd grade teacher at                
OVHS. The annual Salute to Teachers presented by Cox was pre-recorded for TV airing              
this year. The first airing of the program is Saturday December 5th at 11 a.m. on Cox                 
Channel 4 and 1004. The recording can also be found at: ​Salute to Teachers​. The               
recognition of our ​2021 Teacher of the Year, Eliud Lagarda occurs at approximately             
minute 40:00 of the program.  
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HUMAN RESOURCES 

https://www.yurview.com/cox-presents-a-salute-to-teachers-112120


 

 
NEW FREE MEAL PROGRAM SCHEDULE FOR ALL CHILDREN 1 TO 18 YEARS 
OLD/NUEVO HORARIO DEL PROGRAMA DE COMIDAS GRATIS PARA TODOS LOS 
NIÑOS DE 1 A 18 AÑOS 
 
Day/​Día​:  Wednesdays/​miércoles  
 
Schools/​Escuelas​: La Mirada & Willow Elementary 
Time/​horario​: 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 
School/​Escuela​: San Ysidro Middle School 
Time/​horario​: 2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  
 
 
LONG RANGE MASTER FACILITY PLAN (LRMFP) - VIRTUAL TOWN HALLS AS           
SPECIAL BOARD MEETINGS 
To view October 1st, October 6th, October 29th and December 1st meetings please             
click on links below: 
 
Oct. 1st: Smythe, La Mirada & Preschool ​- Long Range Master Facility Plan Virtual 
Town Hall - YouTube Link:​ ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRIRCHNx-z8 
 
  
 
Oct. 6th: Willow, Sunset & Beyer​ - Long Range Master Facility Plan Virtual Town Hall 
- YouTube Link:​ ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQfRoFr8fp8 
 
  
 
Oct. 29th: OVH, VDM and SYMS​ - Long Range Master Facility Plan Virtual Town Hall - 
YouTube Link​: ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tl1c2BbvzWk 
 
  
 
Dec. 1st: Beyer​ - Long Range Master Facility Plan Virtual Town Hall (1st meeting) - 
YouTube Link:​ ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BZ9eQrCrA0M  
 
Beyer - Long Range Master Facility Plan Virtual Town Hall (2nd meeting) - ​Date/Time:              
TBD  
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BUSINESS SERVICES 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRIRCHNx-z8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQfRoFr8fp8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tl1c2BbvzWk
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COVID CURFEW: ​10:00p.m. - 5:00p.m.  
California Governor Gavin Newsom issued a curfew on November 19th for all 
counties in the Purple Tier -- including San Diego -- due to the rise in COVID-19 
cases. Newsom said nonessential work and gatherings must stop from 10 p.m. to 5 
a.m. in counties in the most restrictive Purple Tier. The curfew went into effect on 
November 21st and will be in effect until 5:00 am Monday, December 21st. 
According to the state public health order, the curfew could be extended or revised 
as needed. 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA - HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH ​(Dated 12-3-20) 
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/12.3.20-Stay-at-Home-Order-ICU-Scenario.pdf  
 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO: COVID-19 EMERGENCY RENTAL ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM/CONDADO DE SAN DIEGO: PROGRAMA DE ASISTENCIA DE 
ALQUILER DE EMERGENCIA  
“The County of San Diego Emergency Rental Assistance Program provides grants 
of up to $3,000 to cover rent for eligible households financially impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Applications can be submitted starting December 1, 2020. The County will continue to 
take applications until funds are depleted. 
 
Applications will be reviewed on a first-come, first-served basis and assistance will be 
paid directly to the landlord.” 
 
Please click on the link to access the County of San Diego: COVID-19 Emergency 
Rental Assistance Program Website: 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/sdhcd/community-development/COVID-19-Emergency-Rental-Assistance-Program.
html  
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NEWS & COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/12.3.20-Stay-at-Home-Order-ICU-Scenario.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/sdhcd/community-development/COVID-19-Emergency-Rental-Assistance-Program.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/sdhcd/community-development/COVID-19-Emergency-Rental-Assistance-Program.html
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COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO: TEMPORARY LODGING PROGRAM/CONDADO DE SAN 
DIEGO: PROGRAMA DE ALOJAMIENTO TEMPORAL  
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COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO: GUIDANCE FOR CELEBRATING WINTER HOLIDAYS 
DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC/CONDADO DE SAN DIEGO: GUIA PARA 
CELEBRAR LAS FESTIVIDADES DE INVIERNO DURANTE LA PANDEMIA DE 
COVID-19 
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THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT: FREE MEALS 
PROGRAM  
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SAN DIEGO HUNGER COALITION FOOD ASSISTANCE RESOURCES - FALL 2020 
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SAN YSIDRO HEALTH: FLU VACCINATION CLINIC DECEMBER 2020 
SCHEDULE/SAN YSIDRO HEALTH: CLINICA DE VACUNAS CONTRA LA GRIPE 
HORARIO DICIEMBRE 2020 
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CHILD ABUSE HOTLINE  
For more information, or to report suspected child abuse, call 858-560-2191. 
 
Within the State of California you may call toll free 1(800) 344-6000. 
 
Please click on the link to access the County of San Diego Health & Human Services 
Agency Child Abuse Hotline website: 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/child_welfare_services/child_abuse_hotline.html  
 
SUICIDE HOTLINE  
“The Lifeline provides 24/7, free and confidential support for people in distress, 
prevention and crisis resources for you or your loved ones, and best practices for 
professionals.” The phone number is 1 (800) 273-8255.  
 
Please click on the link to access the website:​ ​https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/  
 
CASA FAMILIAR: FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION/DISPENSA DE COMIDA GRATUITA  
Days and times for the Casa Familiar Free Food Distributions can be found in the chart                
below: 
 

 
Please click on the link to view the Casa Familiar Flyers:  

● Free Food Distribution - English Flyer 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tPlCLXdX2WASUX3FjRila17E8nuJa-HK/view?usp=sharing 
 
 
 
  

● Distribución de Alimentos Gratis - Spanish Flyer 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qlUGGIb3gisCXzKGoUZG3iCA7tEeuW0f/view?usp=sharing  
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Day/Date Time Location  

Monday, December 14th, 
2020 

8:00 AM Old K-Mart Parking Lot 
4330 Camino de la Plaza  
San Ysidro, A 92173 

Tuesday, December 15th, 
2020 

11:00 AM Old K-Mart Parking Lot 
4330 Camino de la Plaza  
San Ysidro, A 92173 

Monday, January 11th, 2021 8:00 AM Old K-Mart Parking Lot 
4330 Camino de la Plaza  
San Ysidro, A 92173 

Tuesday, January 19th, 2021 11:00 AM Old K-Mart Parking Lot 
4330 Camino de la Plaza  
San Ysidro, A 92173 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/child_welfare_services/child_abuse_hotline.html
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tPlCLXdX2WASUX3FjRila17E8nuJa-HK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qlUGGIb3gisCXzKGoUZG3iCA7tEeuW0f/view?usp=sharing


 

FREE COVID-19 TESTING INFORMATION/INFORMACIÓN SOBRE PRUEBA      
GRATIS PARA COVID-19 
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