
 District Highlights 
 Week of September 2, 2022 

 SUPERINTENDENT 
 Gina Potter, Ed.D. 

 JUANITA NUÑEZ, 2022-23 SAN DIEGO COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR!/¡MAESTRA 
 DEL AÑO DEL CONDADO DE SAN DIEGO! 

 Source: SDCOE News -  2022-23 San Diego County Teachers of the Year Announced 
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https://www.sdcoe.net/about-sdcoe/news/post/~board/news/post/2022-23-san-diego-county-teachers-of-the-year-announced


 “  Five local educators representing schools in Del Mar, National City, Poway, San Ysidro, 
 and Chula Vista have been named San Diego County Teachers of the Year. The 
 honorees were announced at a reception Friday night as part of the 32nd annual “Cox 
 Presents: Salute to Teachers,” brought to you by San Diego County Credit Union in 
 partnership with the San Diego County Office of Education (SDCOE). 

 The 2022-23 San Diego County Teachers of the Year are: 

 ●  Stephanie Cluxton, Torrey Hills School, Del Mar Union School District 
 ●  Jacqueline Ma, Lincoln Acres Elementary, National School District 
 ●  Aimee McCoy, Mesa Verde Middle School, Poway Unified School District 
 ●  Juanita Nuñez, Ocean View Hills, Sunset, Smythe, Willow, and La Mirada 

 elementary schools, San Ysidro School District 
 ●  Melissa Rains, Castle Park Middle School, Sweetwater Union High School 

 District 

 The five Teachers of the Year will represent San Diego County in the California Teacher 
 of the Year program. 

 Juanita Nuñez, Ocean View Hills, Sunset, Smythe, Willow, and La Mirada 
 elementary schools, Grades 4-6 STEM/Physical Education, San Ysidro School 
 District 

 Juanita Nuñez is a STEM and physical education teacher across five different schools 
 within the San Ysidro School District. She engages 370 students each week in 
 80-minute “Sci-Phy” classes, where a combination of science and physical education 
 instruction is covered. Juanita grew up a child of migratory farm workers, and her early 
 experiences have shaped her into a compassionate and inspiring educator. Those who 
 know her say Juanita pours her heart, soul, and mind into making learning fun and 
 meaningful for her students. 

 “Juanita is the type of rare and beautiful human being that can mesh both sides of the 
 brain to instruct students in advanced material while thoroughly enjoying themselves. 
 She’s intelligent and capable of teaching robotics, but funny and charismatic at the 
 same time. Her students love her and bond with her. She teaches them life lessons right 
 along with science and technology lessons. Her students come back years later and 
 pinpoint what they learned from her. Some of these important lessons are life lessons 
 that have saved lives. She has the capacity to build trust and connections with students. 
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 These students open up to her and she dedicates endless hours to supporting them and 
 making sure they are in a good state of mind. Once they are ready to learn, she takes 
 them to advanced levels of rigor in science and technology. Ms. Nuñez’s students are 
 fortunate to have such a talented, intelligent, and nurturing teacher.” 

 Elva De Baca, resource teacher, San Ysidro School District” 
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 VIDEO: JUANITA NUÑEZ’ REMARKS AFTER BEING NAMED TEACHER OF THE 
 YEAR 
 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l6bNh45Jh2F-nCVH6MSZTOHjoHQolL3k/view?usp=sharing 

 BROADCAST: JUANITA NUÑEZ ON KUSI GOOD MORNING SAN DIEGO WITH 
 COUNTY TEACHERS OF THE YEAR 
 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sU7Defza6t2AhF1WX9KkHV2utMWM5iHY/view 

 KUSI NEWS CAST - MEET SAN DIEGO COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR - 
 JUANITA NUÑEZ 
 https://www.kusi.com/meet-san-diego-county-teacher-of-the-year-juanita-nunez/ 

 SURPRISE CONGRATULATIONS AND FLOWERS FOR JUANITA NUÑEZ - COUNTY 
 TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
 On Monday, August 29th, Superintendent Potter, Cabinet, Management, the Sci-Phy 
 Team and Ocean View Hills Elementary Staff congratulated Juanita Nuñez for being 
 selected as San Diego County Teacher of the Year. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l6bNh45Jh2F-nCVH6MSZTOHjoHQolL3k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sU7Defza6t2AhF1WX9KkHV2utMWM5iHY/view
https://www.kusi.com/meet-san-diego-county-teacher-of-the-year-juanita-nunez/


 UPCOMING DATES 
 EVENT  DATE/TIME  LOCATION 

 Fall Break  Monday, September 19, 2022 
 thru Monday, October 3, 2022 

 No School 

 First Day back from Fall 
 Break 

 Tuesday, October 4, 2022  All students return to 
 school 
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 SCI PHY PROGRAM GROWS TO SUPPORT ALL STUDENTS 
 Since its inception, in 2016-17 the Sci Phy program has been an innovative approach to 
 enriching the learning experience of students through the inclusion of Project Lead the 
 Way (PLTW) and Physical Education for our elementary school students. The team has 
 worked on the refinement of instructional practice to include integrated English 
 language development (ELD) during every lesson, Social Emotional Learning (SEL), 
 and Next Generation Science Standards aligned PLTW learning modules. This year we 
 are proud to announce that we have increased services to include all students in 
 Grades TK - 6 across all of our student programs.  Our students engaged in this special 
 program from the two groups that we have added most recently, Transitional Kinder and 
 Moderate/Severe program students in Grade TK-6. In the photos below students are 
 engaged in a lesson on the role of a pediatrician as part of the launch to the module on 
 the human body. 
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 SMYTHE PRESCHOOL AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER - VIRTUAL BACK TO 
 SCHOOL NIGHT 
 Congratulations and thank you to Director Lorena Varela-Reed, their teachers and staff 
 for all the hard work that went into this great virtual event. Director Lorela Varela-Reed 
 met with parents via Zoom meeting to greet them and share information about the 
 upcoming school year. Afterwards parents had an opportunity to virtually meet their 
 child’s teacher. 
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 VIRTUAL BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT AT SUNSET PRESCHOOL 
 Our final Virtual Back to School Night will be Sunset Preschool on Thursday, September 
 14th from 4:00 to 5:00 pm. Sunset Preschool will send out more details including 
 classroom login information. 

 Day/Date  School 

 Thursday, September 14, 2022  Sunset Preschool 

 OCEAN VIEW HILLS SCHOOL VISIT 
 On Monday, August  29th, Board Member Zenaida Rosario,  Super  intendent Potter and 
 Cabinet (Temporary Senior Management Manuela Colom, Executive Director of 
 Educational Services Cynthia Monreal González, Executive Director of Human 
 Resources Linda Olea and Chief Business Official Marilyn Adrianzen) had a gre  at 
 school visit to Ocean View Hills Elementary School. They were hosted by Principal Erika 
 Meza who facilitated classroom visits. Thank you Principal Meza, staff and teachers for 
 everything you do for our students and families. 

 PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS 
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 HEAT GUIDELINES FOR SCHOOLS/PAUTAS DE CALOR PARA LAS ESCUELAS 
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